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WAIPU

Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Waipu

Waipu is a small town in Bream Bay, in the Northland
Region of New Zealand with a Scottish heritage. The
population was 1,491 in the 2006 Census, an increase of
222 from 2001. A highlight of the town's calendar is the

annual Highland Games held at New Year. In Waipu town

itself, a visit to the Waipu Museum is a must! (See Page
11). Just outside the town are the Waipu Caves, which
contain a significant population of glowworms.

HISTORY

Waipu was the centre of a significant Presbyterian settlement led by Rev. Norman McLeod a
Presbyterian Minister who led his people from the Highlands of Scotland to New Zealand via St. Ann's,
Nova Scotia and Australia. Five shiploads containing over 800 settlers arrived at Waipu in the 1850s.
For more details about the original European settlers, see the Rev. Norman McLeodentry.

In 1914, a railway branch line from the North Auckland Line was surveyed to Waipu to serve
agricultural activity in the area. Construction of the line was delayed due to World War |, but by 1920,
25 men were employed in the construction of formation. However, by 1924, private motor vehicles
were becoming more common and railway lines to lowly populated rural areas accordingly became less
necessary. Due to the lack of significant industrial activity in the Waipu area, the branch line was no
longer seen as economic and construction was cancelled before anyrail tracks were laid. However, a
new railway line, the Marsden Point Branch is currently proposed for construction and will follow a
route similar to that of the abortive Waipu line.

EDUCATION

Waipu Schoolis a coeducational contributing primary (years 1-6) school with a decile rating of 7 and a
roll of 206.

Schools were formed in the Waipu area at Waipu Cove, Bream Tail, Waipu Centre, The Braigh, North
River and Waipu Cove. The schools at Bream Tail and Waipu Caves closed before 1930. The remaining
schools, and one at Mata north of Ruakaka were consolidated into Waipu District High School in 1940,
which provided both primary and secondary education on a single site on St Mary's Road. Ruakaka
School was originally intended to be included in the consolidation, but residents of Ruakaka resisted. In
1956, the secondary department moved to a new site in Argyle Street, although some secondary
classes remained at the original site. By the late 1960s, Waipu was the largest District High School in
the country and had inadequate facilities. The school was split at the beginning of 1972 to form the
new Bream Bay Collegeand Waipu Primary, with the high school shifting to new premises at Ruakaka
in 1974. The primary school moved to the Argyle Street site.
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MARSDEN BAY

Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marsde n_Bay, New_Zealand

Marsden Bay is a locality and bay at the south head of
Whangarei Harbour in Northland, New Zealand The western
side of Marsden Bay is a coastal community calledOne Tree
Point, and the eastern side is the industrial development of
Marsden Point Ruakakalies about 9 km to the south.

HISTORY

One Tree Point was called "Single Tree Point" by Captain
Lort Stokes of the Acheronin 1849.

The town of Marsden, situated where Marsden Point is now,

Marsden Point

was originally intended to be the commercial centre for the district, due to the access to deep water,
and because it was closer to Auckland than the area which is now Whangarei. The government
purchased 200acres (81 ha) on the point in the mid 1850s and laid it out in quarter -acre sections. The
development of the kauri gum industry changed the focus of settlement to Whangarei.

The Marsden Point oil refinery was built in the 1960s and expanded in the 1980s.

EDUCATION

One Tree Point Schoolis a coeducational contributing primary (years 1 -6) school with a decile rating of

4 and a roll of 181. The school was established in 1972.

View of Mt Manaia
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RUAKAKA

Ref: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ruakaka

Ruakaka is a small township in the North of New Zealand approximately 30 kilometres south of
Whangarei. Originally a small beachside community, Ruakaka has seen development due to its
proximity to the expansion of the country's only oil refinery at Marsden Point during the 1980s. A
recently established timber processing plant at Marsden Point has further stimulated growth.

The population of the Marsden Point-Ruakaka statistical area was 2,913 in the 2006 Census, an
increase of 255 from 2001.

NAMING
Ruakaka is a combination of the two words "Rua" and "Kaka". Rua is a Maori word for two and Kaka is
a native parrot (Nestor meridionalis).

HISTORY

The area of Ruakaka is located in BreamBay which was named by Captain Cook during his first voyage
to New Zealand when he visited the region on 25 November 1769. It was named due to the ease of
capture of 90-100 bream fish soon after anchoring.

EDUCATION

Bream Bay Colege is a secondary (years 7-15) school with a roll of 457.

Ruakaka Schoolis a contributing primary (years 1-6) school. It has a roll of 127. Both schools are
coeducational and have a decile rating of 4. Ruakaka School opened in 1898 in North Ruakaka. Until
1916 it was a half-time school sharing a teacher with Mata School. The school moved to its present site
in 1912. Bream Bay College started in 1972 as a Form 3-7 (years 9-13) school on the site of Waipu
District High School. It moved to Ruakaka in February 1974 and expanded to include Forms 1 and 2
(years 7-8).

BEACHES
The bay has beautiful sandy white beaches looking out towards the Hen and Chicken Islands and Sail
Rock.
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GEOGRAPHY

DISTRICTS

The general area is made up of Ruakaka Beach,
Ruakaka Township and Marsden Point. Other
Bream Bay localities such as One Tree Point,
Takahiwai and even Waipu are often included in
general conversation regarding the area.
(Latitude -35.8833, Longitude 174.4000)

Ruakaka Beach.

Ruakaka Beach lies near the mouth of the

Ruakaka River which boasts a rare bird reserve

and popular summer camping ground. It is

primarily a residential area made up of a

mixture of permanent homes and beach shacks. Pictured above: Fishing at Uretiti Beach

The Ruakaka Township was developed off the back of the Marsden Point Oil Refinery expansion in the
1980's where services were required to support the large influx of workers from all over the world
involved in the project. A government requirement for a percentage of revenue invested in the project
to be spent on the local community allowed for provision of services not common in communities this
size (eg. Squash courts, sports grounds).

The Marsden Point Village was built to support the Marsden Power Stations (A & B) which have since
been decommissioned. The area is now promoted as beachside living.

CLIMATE

The region's geographical location results in warm humid summers and mild winters. Typical summer
temperatures range from 22 °C to 26 °C (72 °F to 79 °F). Ground frosts are virtually unknown. The
hottest months are January and February. Typical annual rainfall for the region is 1500 i 2000 mm.
Winds year-round are predominantly from the southwest.

ATTRACTIONS & LANDMARKS
The following is a list of tourist attractions and
landmarks in the Ruakaka Local Area.
Ruakaka Race Course
New Zealand Oil Refinery Visitors Centre
Waipu Golf Course(Pictured right)
Waipu Pizza Barn
The Shearing Shed
Ruakaka Kitesports

RAILWAY PROPOS AL

A branch line railway to Marsden Point from Oakleigh on the North Auckland Line has recently been
proposed. This Marsden Point Branchwill primarily serve freight interests, but the Northland Regional
Land Transport Committee has suggested that passenger trains for commuters between Ruakakaand
Whangarei are a long-term option.
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ACTIVITIES

BEACHES

Eyres Point, Mangawhai
A few kilometers past Pacific Beach turn off to the left. BBQ and picnic table areas

Mangawhai Pacific Beach
First road left after the Mangawhai school. Toilets and picnic tables

Mangawhai Estuary

Mangawhai estuary is bordered by a dunefield which changes constantly. The dunes and coastal
foreshore are sites of numerous middens shell and refuse heaps. The oldest middens contain bones
of the forest birds now extinct in the area, Maori axes and other artifacts have also been found.
The estuary is safe for swimming, but watch out for the outgoing tide near the mouth of the
harbour. For the fishers, the estuary provides mullet, parore, flounder, sprat, the occasional pan
sized snapper and kahawai. There are cockles on the estuary mudflats and pipi further up the
harbour. Limit 150 per person.

Mangawhai HeadsOcean Beach
Nice surf beach with surf patrol & flags in season. Toilets and change room facilities.

Langs Beach

Nice surf beach, with lovely pohutukawa trees along the edge. Toilets and change shed at the
southern end of beach in car parking area. It is safe for family swimming, and you may even spy
some dolphins.

Waipu Cove

Open surf beach (pictured left) which is patrolled in season, toilets, change shed, takeaways and
dairy nearby. Lovely river on the southern end which is great for the children to sw im in. Across the
river and over the hill is shelly bay, a small bay with shells rather than sand.

Uretiti Beach
Approx. 5kms north of Waipu. Good surfcasting, swimming, body surfing. Not patrolled. Campsite
operated by DOC.

Ruakaka Beach
Long open beach Surf patrolled in season. Changing room and toilets. Playground area for the
kids.
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WALKS & OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Pancake rocks (pictured below)

A short track South of Waipu Cove. Cross the stream on the southern end of the beach, follow the
path through the gate and take the upper track. Follow this for about 15 -20mins and you come to
an impressive pancake rock structure fringed by ancient pohutukawa trees. The track crosses
private land, so please leave only footprints.

Piroa Falls

Turn onto Waipu Gorge Road south of Waipu at the bottom of the Brynderwyn Hills. Keep turning
left and do not take Durham Road. About 13kms along Waipu Gorge Road (unsealed), turn in and
park at a sign on the right. The falls are a 10min walk. Excellent freshwater swimming .

Brynderwyn Walkway

Access to this walkway can be gained from State Highway 1 (approx 1 mile north of Dargarville
turn-off) or from Massey and Cullens Road at Waipu. It is worth noting that unless you retrace your
steps, a car is required at the exit poi nts on these walks. It takes approx 4.5 i 5 hours to walk from
State Highway 1 to the exit on the Mangawhai -Langs Beach Road.

Part of the Brynderwyn Walkway
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Drivesi Waipu Heritage Trall
A trail which points out all the historical places in the a rea. You can purchase this map from the
Waipu Heritage Centre in Waipu for $5.

Mangawhai Cliffs Walk

Walk begins along Ocean Beach from the Surf Club. Spectacular views of the Hen and chicken
Islands and a beautiful beach at the northern end provides a gr eat spot to picnic, swim, or snorkel.
The walk is about three hours play along the way. Most of the track crosses private farmland.

Please treat the property and stock with respect. The walkway is closed for lambing 30 June to 1
October.

Piroa Falls

Mangawhai Forestry Block

There are two loops tracks in the Mangawhai Forestry Block. One takes you south down the beach
and back through the forest around Lake Tomarata to the carpark. The other loop is from the

Pacific Recreation Area, along forestry roads to the north to a huge sand dune and the wildlife
refuge. The return walk is back along the beach to the carpark. Entry to the forest beyond

designated points requires permission from Woodhill Forest Headquarters who administer the
forest. Mangawhai Forest was originally planted to stabilize drifting sands and prevent them
spreading onto neighbouring farms, timber was a secondary bonus.

Mangawhai Look Out Walkway (By the golf club)

Take the boardwalk alongside the information map on Molesworth Drive adjacent to the golf club.
Panoramic views over the golf course, Mangawhai Heads area and surrounding district from East to
West Coast. An easy ten minutes.

'/”fmgawAa«i Beach
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U0 Mangawhai Surf Beach Walk
To the right behind the Surf club is a path to the top of a hill, with an amazing vantage point. This
is a good short walk which gives you a bearing on your location.

McKenzie Walking Track
One hour each way. Pastoral and sea views. Starts near the Waipu caves.

e, o —
North Island Pohutukawa Tree

Robert Hastie Walkway

This walk begins on the road to Langs Beach about 10mins drive from Mangawhai Heads. Excellent
views of Marsden Point Oil Refinery, Hen & Chicken Islands and the surrounding countryside. Allow
1 hour to reach the trig poin t.

Ruakaka Estuary Walk

Start at Surf Club at low tide. Walk north toward the Power Station. Turn in at the river mouth and
follow around. Come out through Reserve Camp. Stay on shore line or tracks. Please do not disturb
native birds.

For detailed information regarding more of the great walks in northland, go to the Department of
Conservation website www.doc.govt.nz

NZds endangered fairy tern makes its home at
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OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Fishing

Bream Bay and Mangawhai have great shore and boat fishing, as well as diving. The concrete boat
ramp at the end of Alamar-Crescent in Mangawhai can be used at all times. Waipu Boat Club have
a boat ramp (on Nova Scotia Drive), and both Waipu and Langs have boat ramps.

Bird Refuge in Mangawhai

The sand dune is an internationally recognized wildlife refuge for four species of threatened birds,
the Fairy Tern, Banded Dotterel, Variable Oystercatcher and CaspianTern. Care must be taken
during the summer nesting season by those people interested in bird watching.

Waipu Horse Rides

Experience an unforgettable few hours, riding along a spectacular beach, or across farmland and
an historical Pa site. Your seasoned host and his friendly horses will make it a ride to remember.
We will customzie the ride to suit you and we cater for the novice and experienced rider. Tel: (09)
432 0430

Ruakaka Wildlife Refuge
At the Ruakaka River Mouth. This is a breeding area for New Zealand Dotterel and Variable Oyster
Catchers

Swimming and Surfing

Body surfing, boogie-boarding, and surfing are generally pretty good in the area, but this relies on
the swell and the wind. Visit www. surflifesaving.org.nz or call the Waipu Cove Surf Life Saving club
(09) 432 0564
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Diving
Coadal diving around Bream Tail is ideal for spearfishing and crayfishing. McGregor Rock off Bream
Tall sits in 27m of water rising within 11m of the surface.

Mangawhai Tennis Club
Courts available for hire $5 per hour (honesty box). Information please phon e Lianne (09) 431
5599

Mangawhai Animal ParkTel: (09) 431 4630

R & R FishingDiving-Sightseeing, Mangawhai
Tel: (09) 432 7674

Waipu Golf Club (Pictured right)

Just off State Highway 1,
YEAR ROUNDO I i nks c amBag e
Pro-shop, café & catering available. Visit their

website www.waipugolfclub.org.nz or telephone:

(09) 432 0259

Dolphin & Whale Watch, Bream Bay Charters

Tel: (09) 432 7484

Happy Az Charters
Tel: (09) 432 0170

Kool Kiwi Fishing Charters
Tel: (09) 432 0745

Mangawhai Mini Golf
Opposite Scottyds Four Square on Wood Street. Onl

North River Horse Treks
Tel: 0800 743 344

PK Charters, Mangawhai
Tel: (09) 431 5034

Mangawhai Golf Club
Mangawhai Golf Club has an all weather, 18 hole, 5466m Golf Course. All this just one and a half
hours drive north of Auckland. Visit their website www.mangawhaigolf.co.nz or Tel: (09) 431

Marng.awl;ll

Wa ~ Golf Club o e
To f s . =
Wvu:& ; . _—
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HISTORY & MUSEUMS

U Waipu Museum 36 The Centre, Waipu (09) 4320746. Lear n t he story of one
remarkable migrations first settled in 1853 by Nova Scotian pioneers under the leadership of the
Reverend Norman McLeod. They are open 9.30-4.30pm 7 days a week except for Good Friday,
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and the morning of Anzac Day (25" April). Contact Patsy or Robert on
or patsy@waipumuseum.comWh et her i tds a bus tour or a day
put together an exciting visit to Bream Bay.

Mangawhai Museum
On the village side of Mangawhai is the small attractive museum.
Ph/Fax: (09) 431 4662

Visitor Centre at Marsden Point Oil Refinery, Marsden Point Road, Ruakaka.Visitors Centre open
10am to 5pm daily (closed Christmas Day, Boxing Day and Good Friday). Educational and
entertaining, and well worth a visit. fiCafe Northd adpen Monday-Friday 6am-3pm next door to t he
Oil Refinery Visitor Centre.

Going wild in NZ
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